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time, Canadian-born shipwright Stack earned respect for designing and building many vessels, 

some of which set waterborne speed records (New York Times 1902:17).

Stack completed the side-wheel steamer Convoy in the Williamsborough shipyard in 1862 

and launched the steamer in January 1863. Lloyds American Registry listed the Leary Brothers 

as Convoyís owners at the time of her construction (Lloydís of London 1870:610). Convoy was 

a nondescript cargo vessel, a long-haul truck of her time. She was 54.9 m (180 ft.) in length and 

just over 7.9 m (26 ft.) in the beam; the 2.7-m (9 ft.) depth of her hold allowed her to carry 344.7 

mt (380 tons) of cargo. The white oak frames of her hull were spaced 0.6 m (24 in.) apart. One 

single-cylinder, walking-beam, steam engine with a 1-m (40 in.) diameter piston and a 3-m (10 

ft.) stroke powered her two 7.6 m (25 ft.) diameter paddle wheels. Her single tubular boiler was 

located in the hold (New York Times 1863a:6). In addition, Convoy had a single enclosed deck 

designed for river navigation (Lloydís of London 1870:610). The artist Valentine (1863) rendered 

Convoy in a painting commissioned by the War Department (Figure 2).

FIGURE 2. ìSteamer Convoy carried mail from Hilton Head to St. Helena, S. Carolinaî by 
Herbert Valentine. (Courtesy of the National Archives.)
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mapped the extents of the new southern area using bearing and ranges from the southern end of 

the baseline.

FIGURE 16. Damage to north baseline screw eye. (Photo by author, 2012.)

FIGURE 17. Windlass main gear. (Photo by author, 2012.)
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FIGURE 19. Convoy site diagram. (Diagram by author, 2012.)

Site Artifacts and Features

The wreck siteís depth was at odds with both the charted and the anticipated depth. The 

depth at the north end of the baseline was 7.6 m (25 ft.), while the south end was nearly 10.7 m 
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FIGURE 27. Northwest debris. (Photo by author, 2012.)

FIGURE 28. Northwest debris. (Photo by author, 2012)

Much of the wooden hull structure described in the 1987 U. S. Navy survey was absent 

from the 2012 wreck site. The presence of nearly intact sections of cupreous sheathing with 

its associated fasteners indicates the location and extents of the now-missing hull (Figure 29). 

Despite the dearth of wooden hull structure on the wreck site, two sections of the outer hull 

survived on the eastern limits of the wreck (Figure 19.) The timbers in Figure 30 measured 168 

cm (66.1 in.) long by 78 cm (30.7 in.) wide; the outer hull sheathing is visible in the triangular 

notch near the bottom of the photo. The hull structure in Figure 31 was 90 cm (35.4 in.) by 32 cm 

(12.6 in.); the light strip across the top of the plank is intact sheathing. Both structures were 7.5 

cm (3 in.) thick and both showed extensive shipworm damage.
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APPENDIXES
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Appendix A

Oral History Release Forms
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Appendix B

West Florida Historic Preservation, Inc., Artifacts
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Number
Artifact

Count
Metal 
Type

Ceramic 
Class

Notes
Class Type

87-147-2 Personal Pipe 2  Kolin 2 complete smoking pipes

87-147-3 Kitchen Ceramic Cup 1  Stoneware  

87-147-4 Kitchen Sherd 1  Porcelain Makerís Mark

87-147-5 Kitchen Sherd 3  Porcelain Makerís Mark

87-147-7 Kitchen Sherd 1  Porcelain Makerís Mark

87-147-8 Kitchen Sherd 5  Whiteware  

87-147-9 Kitchen Sherd 2  Stoneware Possible melted glass 
on inside rim

87-147-10 Kitchen Sherd 6  Whiteware Possible water pitcher 
fragments

87-147-11 Kitchen Sherd 8  Whiteware  

87-147-12 Kitchen Sherd 1  Whiteware Possible plate sherd

87-147-13 Kitchen Sherd 38  Whiteware  

87-147-14 Kitchen Sherd 12  Whiteware  

87-147-15 Kitchen Sherd 3  Whiteware Plate base

87-147-16 Kitchen Sherd 6  Whiteware  

87-147-17 Kitchen Sherd 10  Whiteware  

87-147-18 Kitchen Sherd 3  Whiteware  

87-147-22 Deck Hook 1 Cupreous   

87-147-23 Deck Grommet 1 Cupreous   

87-147-25 Hull Fasteners 6 Cupreous   

87-147-26 Hull Fasteners 6 Cupreous  4 fasteners and 2 fragments

87-147-27 Hull Fasteners 2 Cupreous   

87-147-30 Personal Fishing 
Weights

3 Lead   

87-147-31 Deck Sounding 
Lead

1 Lead   

87-147-33 Unknown Melted 
Copper

2 Copper   

87-147-34a Hull Sheathing 1 Cupreous  Large section 4 mm thick

87-147-34b Hull Sheathing 1 Cupreous  Large section 4 mm thick

87-147-35 Hull Sheathing 1 Copper  Smaller section 2 mm thick

87-147-37 Hull Fastener 1 Cupreous   

87-147-38 Tools Ax Head 1 Ferrous   

87-147-39 Hull Bracket 1 Ferrous   

87-147-40 Deck Door Knob 1 Cupreous   

87-147-41 Deck Tacks 16 Cupreous   
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Appendix C

Site-Recovered Artifacts
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